332          THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
to provide for the greater difference according to modern practice between superior and inferior soils being assigned to them, and to bring under regular classification all lands left unclassified at the first settlement. 23,275 numbers and 1,73,730 acres have been re-classified in the field, and the classification adjusted in 10,205 numbers and 99,910 acres. The total areas of the old and new measurements vary only by eighteen acres, but the irrigated area has increased by 9,727 acres, and 8,130 acres, formerly under the head of unarable, have been added to the assessed arable land. The chief crops are javdri and Mjri, early crops, 41'7 per cent., and cotton and wheat, late crops, 37*8 per cent. Cultivation in the subdivision is on the whole careful. Manure is carefully hoarded and much used in the lighter early-crop soils, which are frequently ploughed. Beep black soil is not ploughed oftener than once in three years.
Since the first settlement the communications of the subdivision have been revolutionised. The large traffic formerly passing-through the district was then carried along a black soil track of some breadth, but entirely unimproved. Now a vastly increased traffic is borne by the G. I. P. Railway, which enters at the eastern extremity and traverses more than half the length of the subdivision, and has no less than five stations. Feeders to the railway have been made at the Saver and Saoda stations, the latter to the important market towns of Saoda, and Faijpur. Connection has also been established between Eaver and the Bhusaval station as far as the north bank of the Taptee. In two-thirds of the whole area, the produce exported being grown within ten miles of the railway, and the most remote village not being above twenty-five miles from a railway station, fair-weather roads are almost all that are required, and the drawbacks arising from difficult transit during the rainy season lose much of their importance. In addition to the market towns mentioned, there are several places where weekly fairs of only local interest are held. There were between 1,400 and 1,500 cotton and silk looms employed in the subdivision, but no other manufacture of any importance.
The progress of Saoda in material prosperity during the period of the first settlement may be judged by the following statistics.
Population had increased 40'7 per cent., and tiled and flat-roofed